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Chemical Weapons Destruction Underway in Pueblo

The Pueblo Chemical Agent-Destruction 
Pilot Plant Explosive Destruction 
System (PCAPP EDS) at the U.S. Army 
Pueblo Chemical Depot, Colorado, 
began chemical agent destruction 
operations March 18, 2015. The system 
is augmenting the main plant by 
destroying munitions that were tested 
or leaked in the past and cannot 
be easily processed by the plant’s 
automated systems, as well as future 
plant “rejects.” The implementation of 
PCAPP EDS moves the ACWA program 
one step closer to completing the 
safe and environmentally compliant 
destruction of the remaining U.S. 
chemical weapons stockpile.

Full Progress Ahead!

This spring marks the 100-year anniversary of the first full-scale deployment of chemical 
warfare agents during World War I at the Second Battle of Ypres. Fittingly, it also marked 
the start of chemical weapons destruction in Pueblo, Colorado, with the start of PCAPP EDS 
operations. This was the first of 
many operational milestones in the 
program that we will continue to 
mark. I am pleased to report that 
the Pueblo plant is moving steadily 
toward its final systemization 
efforts, while the Blue Grass facility 
is expected to complete construction 
this summer. I extend my sincere 
appreciation to everyone involved in 
these tremendous efforts.

CONRAD F. WHYNE
Program Executive Officer
Program Executive Office, Assembled 
Chemical Weapons Alternatives

Honoring Our Commitment: The Start of Chemical 
Stockpile Destruction in Colorado

Chemical Weapons Destruction Began March 18 
in Colorado

Explosive Destruction System Destroys First 
Mustard Agent in Colorado

Reflections From Our Partners

The First Stop in Chemical Weapons Destruction at 
the Blue Grass Plant

PLANTS-AT-A-GLANCE

PUEBLO CHEMICAL AGENT-DESTRUCTION PILOT PLANT

•	 Destruction technology: Neutralization/Biotreatment

•	 Construction complete: 100%

•	 Systemization complete: 77%

•	 Operations begin: 2015

•	 Explosive Destruction Technology operations began: 2015

•	 Local project employment: 1,176

•	 Local payroll paid to date: $957 million

•	 Anticipated end of destruction operations: 2019

BLUE GRASS CHEMICAL AGENT-DESTRUCTION PILOT PLANT

•	 Destruction technology: Neutralization/Supercritical 
	 Water Oxidation

•	 Construction complete: 93%

•	 Systemization complete: 30%

•	 Operations begin: 2020

•	 Explosive Destruction Technology operations begin: 2017

•	 Local project employment: 1,592

•	 Local payroll paid to date: $699 million

•	 Anticipated end of destruction operations: 2023

Connect with PEO ACWA:

About PEO ACWA

The Program Executive Office, Assembled Chemical Weapons Alternatives 
headquartered at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland, is responsible 
for managing the safe and environmentally sound destruction of the 
chemical weapons stockpiles stored at the Blue Grass Army Depot in 
Kentucky and the U.S. Army Pueblo Chemical Depot in Colorado.

as of March 31, 2015

A closed circuit television captures the first mustard agent 

destroyed at the U.S. Army Pueblo Chemical Depot.

Steve Bird, U.S. Army Chemical Materials Activity project leader, 

stands next to the PCAPP EDS, while Bruce Huenefeld, PCAPP EDS 

site project manager, confers with Irene Kornelly, Colorado Chemical 

Demilitarization Citizens’ Advisory Commission chair.
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National Research Council, Review Criteria for Successful Treatment of Hydrolysate at the Pueblo Chemical 
Agent-Destruction Pilot Plant

National Research Council Study Released on Successful Treatment of Hydrolysate at the 
Pueblo Chemical Agent-Destruction Pilot Plant

National Research Council Releases Study on Hydrolysate Treatment

The National Research Council (NRC) recently released one of two studies that it is conducting 

on behalf of PEO ACWA. The study, entitled “Review Criteria for Successful Treatment of 

Hydrolysate at the Pueblo Chemical Agent-Destruction Pilot Plant,” develops a set of criteria 

that would apply should secondary treatment systems fail to perform as designed and the 

hydrolysate, the product of the neutralization destruction process, must be transported to an 

off-site permitted treatment, storage and disposal facility. While the NRC, along with  

PEO ACWA leadership and program partners, believe the biotreatment facility will function 

properly, this contingency planning is being conducted in case the need arises.

PCAPP EDS Site Project Manager Bruce Huenefeld is flanked by the co-chairs of 

the National Research Council Committee which conducted the PCAPP study, 

Todd Kimmell and Dr. Robert Beaudet.

Engineer’s Week Outreach Event Facebook Photo Album

Pueblo Plant Engineers Bring Science to Life for Students

You Know You’re a Blue Grass or Pueblo Engineer If...

... You create opportunities for students to experience the excitement and positive impact of 

careers in engineering! This year more than 30 Blue Grass Chemical Agent-Destruction Pilot Plant 

and Blue Grass Chemical Activity volunteers partnered with local Madison County schools to 

share their enthusiasm for engineering and led hands-on activities for more than 1,000 students. 

Engineer’s Week, which took place during the week of Feb. 23, is a national event to raise public 

awareness of engineers’ positive contributions to communities. Volunteers from the Pueblo 

Chemical Agent-Destruction Pilot Plant hosted speaking events at local middle schools, hosted a 

tour for Colorado State University-Pueblo Engineering students, and made a guest appearance 

on Homework Hotline, a local student-oriented call-in show hosted by teachers and aired on the 

Public Broadcasting Service in Southern Colorado.Ava Steele, Blue Grass plant business manager, presents to a fourth-grade 

class at White Hall Elementary School in Richmond, Kentucky.

Leadership Addition Ensures Long-Term Success

Recent staffing changes at PEO ACWA headquarters are increasing the program’s depth of experience as the 

organization begins chemical weapons stockpile destruction. Don Barclay has joined the PEO ACWA team 

as deputy program executive officer and is focusing on achieving safety perfection and beating project 

milestones. Barclay brings more than two decades of chemical demilitarization experience to the mission 

to destroy the nation’s remaining chemical weapons stockpiles. Following his rise to the position of director 

at the U.S. Army Chemical Materials Agency (now Activity) after 22 years in various leadership positions, 

Barclay officially joined the PEO ACWA team in January 2015.

Mr. Don E. Barclay Biography

New Deputy PEO Sets “Unachievable Goals” Don Barclay was named deputy PEO in January 2015, bringing 20+ 

years of experience to the program.
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