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Enhanced On-site Containers

Enhanced On-site Containers, or EONCs, are large cylindrical devices that are designed to protect
workers while moving chemical munitions from secure storage igloos to a chemical weapons
destruction facility. EONCs resemble metal tanks and resist impacts, punctures, crushing and fire.
They also prevent release of chemical agent to the environment in the unlikely event a munition
should develop a leak during transport.

EONCs were originally developed by the U.S. Army, in a partnership with Sandia National
Laboratories, as On-Site Containers (ONCs). A modification to the ONC to make the door-closure
system more efficient created the EONC. ONCs and EONCs have been successfully used to transport
munitions at chemical weapons destruction plants in Tooele, Utah; Umatilla, Ore.; Anniston, Ala.,
and Pine BIuff, Ark.

Designed in New Mexico and fabricated in Tonawanda, N.Y., the containers are in use at the
chemical weapons incinerators in Tooele, Utah; Umatilla, Ore., and Anniston, Ala. At these sites,
EONCs and their predecessor, the On-Site Containers, have been used to successfully complete more
than 21,000 trips since 1996.

BGCAPP will learn how to employ the EONCs during the
project’s systemization phase. Project workers will be
trained in the loading and transporting of munitions with
simulated chemical agent to accustom them to the process.
When the facility begins live destruction operations, EONCs
will be used to safely transport the chemical munitions from
the Blue Grass Chemical Activity to the Blue Grass
Chemical Agent-Destruction Pilot Plant.

Enhanced On-Site Containers By the Numbers
142 inches

Length ;
e AN
5 - A Pine Bluff worker opens the hydraulic
Bl Uz hsies door on an Enhanced On-Site Container.
Empty weight 18,500 pounds
Maximum capacity of 7,000 pounds

agents and munitions

Construction Three layers: stainless steel,
polyurethane foam, ceramic fiber
insulation blankets

Capacity Two pallets of M-55 rockets, nine

pallets of 1565-mm projectiles or six
pallets of 8-inch projectiles

A container is readied for lifting in the
Pine Bluff Container Handling Building.
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