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Two stories up, Bechtel laborers place concrete on the roof of the Enhanced 
Reconfiguration Building, where the energetics (explosives and propellants) will be 
removed from the munitions.
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Pueblo is a “shining star” of  the recession, 
according to The Pueblo Chieftain. Economists 
say this is because it has a higher rate of  job 
retention than other areas, making Pueblo 
something of  a haven in these stormy 
economic times.

I’m pleased with the Pueblo Chemical Agent-
Destruction Pilot Plant’s (PCAPP) progress, 
and it’s with even greater pleasure, that I can 
foresee 2010 equally, if  not more, successful.

The year began with Stage 3 construction, the final stage of  erecting 
the demilitarization buildings. By September, the last girder was on 
the Enhanced Reconfiguration Building (ERB) and the Control and 
Support Building foundations were placed. By December, the roof  and 
siding on the ERB were complete. 

As Stage 3 construction winds down, systemization, or testing, will 
begin. This involves the electrical, mechanical, data and other systems 
being constructed, tested and synchronized; all before the plant can 
process its first chemical munition. The Bechtel Pueblo Team has 
started hiring against an expected need of  800 people to operate 
the facility, including employees with heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning experience; electrical, mechanical or instrumentation skills; 
and operations and maintenance proficiency.

This progress showcases not only the rapid pace of  construction, but 
also the focus on safety, as the site has logged more than 1.1 million job 
hours without lost-time injury or illness. To further acknowledge this 
achievement, the PCAPP team received Star Status in the Voluntary 
Protection Program from the U.S. Department of  Labor’s Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration in February 2009, symbolizing the 
nation’s highest recognition for safety practices.

Currently, we have more than $1.5 billion in Department of  Defense 
funding to benefit the community through contracts; more than 20 
percent, or $68 million, in Pueblo County and an additional $124 
million across Colorado.

Much was accomplished in 2009, and we expect more progress in 2010. 
Our progress is due to a dedicated staff  and the tremendous support of  
the people of  Pueblo County, specifically Pueblo, Avondale and Boone. 
I would like to thank you all and wish you a happy New Year.

Year in Review at PCAPP

By GARY ANDERSON 
PCAPP Site Project Manager

Message From the Site Project Manager

The completion of the first phase of the Pueblo County 
Defense Access Road (DAR) was celebrated on Oct. 28, 
2009, in a ribbon cutting ceremony to commemorate the 
accomplishment as well as to dedicate the 1.4 mile road 
to Pete Jimenez, a highly decorated Army soldier of World 
War II. Many members of the Jimenez family attended the 
ceremony, including his son Leonard, and were on hand to 
see the “Pete Jimenez Parkway” sign unveiled.

“While this ceremony gives us the chance to recognize all 
of those who have worked so hard to bring us here today,” 
said Pueblo Chemical Agent-Destruction Pilot Plant (PCAPP)
Site Project Manager Gary Anderson. “It grants us one 
additional opportunity to say thank you to a member of our 
armed services…another guardian in a city nationally-known 
as the ‘Home of Heroes.’” 

To complete the first phase of the road, the Pueblo County 
Department of Public Works, Colorado Department of 
Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, Army Corps 
of Engineers, the Army’s Military Surface Deployment and 
Distribution Command, the Assembled Chemical Weapons 
Alternatives program and the U.S. Army Pueblo Chemical 
Depot partnered to enhance safety by reducing traffic on 
Highway 50. 

“Our commitment to safety and partnership will remain 
strong as PCAPP prepares for chemical agent destruction 
and operations,” said Anderson. 

The newly opened road provides a second entrance to the 
Airport Industrial Park as well as allows the facilitation of 
safe and efficient means to move personnel, materials and 
supplies to the Pueblo Chemical Depot; where the plant is 
currently under construction.

By KRISTEN SZYDLOSKI
ACWA Public Affairs Specialist

Defense Access Road First Phase: Complete

Dignitaries, including members of the Pueblo City Council, 
Board of Pueblo County Commissioners and the Pueblo 
Chemical Agent-Destruction Pilot Plant site project manager, 
took part in the ribbon cutting ceremony for the Defense 
Access Road. Leonard Jimenez, third from right, son of the late 
Pete Jimenez, for whom the road was dedicated, spoke during 
the ceremony.
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