
 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  
Contact the U.S. Army Element, Assembled Chemical Weapons Alternatives  

Public Affairs Office at (410) 436-3398 or visit www.pmacwa.army.mil. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
WHAT: Operation Swift Solution is the Army initiative that started operations on Nov. 12, 2008 to destroy 
the contents of three steel containers commonly referred to as "ton containers," that held a corrosive 
mixture of the nerve agent GB and its breakdown products. This weekly progress advisory will be provided 
to stakeholders throughout the duration of the project. 
 
WHO: Army teams including members from the Edgewood Chemical Biological Center, the Blue Grass 
Chemical Activity (BGCA), the Blue Grass Army Depot (BGAD), the Chemical Materials Agency and the U.S. 
Army Element, Assembled Chemical Weapons Alternatives are involved in the destruction effort, with 
cooperation and oversight from local and state government agencies, and daily oversight from the 
Kentucky Department for Environmental Protection.  
 
WHERE: BGAD, Richmond, Ky. 
 
WHY: One of the containers leaked in the past and the others showed signs of corrosion. Operation Swift 
Solution will safely eliminate all risks associated with the long-term storage of the steel containers and their 
contents. 
 
PROJECT UPDATE: The Operation Swift Solution team has temporarily halted Phase 3 operations as a 
result of the winter storm on Jan. 27 and continued widespread power outages in Madison and surrounding 
counties. The Army team is expected to resume operations on Monday, Feb. 9. A limited Swift Solution 
crew is on site to perform maintenance and monitoring of the temporary facility and the filtration units to 
ensure the safety of the workforce and community. 

“Safety was the number one consideration in the decision to halt operations,” said Johnnie Allen, 
BGCA civilian executive assistant. “The extended period of area-wide power outages, hazardous 
road conditions on the installation and unavailability of appropriate support personnel and facilities severely 
impacted the team’s ability to safely perform the mission, and the operation was therefore temporarily 
suspended.” 
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