
The Pueblo Chemical Agent-Destruction 
Pilot Plant, also known as PCAPP, will 
be constructed to destroy the chemical 
weapons stockpile at the U.S. Army 
Pueblo Chemical Depot. 

Located within the current boundaries 
of the depot, PCAPP will include a 
variety of facilities to support the 
destruction technology, neutralization 
followed by biotreatment.

PCAPP will include facilities for agent 
processing, energetics processing, 
biotreatment, water recovery, control 
and storage, munitions storage, entry 
control, utilities, laboratory, personnel, 
maintenance and other support tasks.
  

PROPOSED FACILITY LAYOUT

PCAPP INTRODUCTION

Stage 1 tasks:

• Clearing

• Grading

• Underground 
utility work

• Fencing

• Road paving

• Establishment 
of construction

   support areas

STAGE 1 CONSTRUCTION

Construction of the pilot plant will be 
completed using a staged approach. 
The first stage includes site civil work to 
prepare the area for construction.

Stages 2 and 3 of construction will 
include the establishment of the  
various pilot plant facilities.

DESIGN
Facility is specifically designed to safely 
and efficiently destroy chemical 
weapons. All necessary environmental 
permits are obtained.

CONSTRUCTION
Completed in three stages, construction 
will be led by a team that has successfully 
designed, built, and/or operated all of the 
existing chemical destruction facilities in 
the United States. 

SYSTEMIZATION
All machinery, equipment and processes 
are operated and tested with water or 
simulants to ensure they function 
together as an integrated system.

PILOT TESTING
Once systemization is satisfactorily 
completed, pilot testing begins with the 
gradual introduction of actual 
agent-filled munitions into the system.  

OPERATION
Once pilot testing has been successfully 
demonstrated and is proven to be in 
compliance with all safety requirements 
and environmental permits, the remaining 
chemical weapons are destroyed.

CLOSURE
Operations are complete, and the facility 
is closed. Equipment is dismantled, 
decontaminated and removed in 
accordance with agreements between 
the State of Colorado and the U.S. Army.

FACILITY LIFE CYCLE
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