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At the Pueblo Chemical Agent-Destruction Pilot Plant’s Enhanced Reconfiguration 
Building Topping Off Ceremony on Sept. 30, employees and local officials gather 
for the festivities (bottom right) while (top) Bechtel ironworkers, from left, Chad 
McClure, Duane Rinta, Matt Wilson and Mike Hernandez pose with the final girder, 
complete with artwork and signatures. At bottom left, A. Neal Hall, business manager 
for the Colorado Building and Construction Trades Council, receives recognition 
from the Assembled Chemical Weapons Alternatives program for enhancing the 
supportive relationship between the project and the building trades.
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“The workforce is awesome,” 
Wittig said. “All the folks 
that I have encountered are 
exceptionally talented and very 
adept at what they do.” 

Wittig also emphasizes that the 
protection of  the environment, 
the provision of  a safe 
workplace and the goal of  
keeping the public informed 
are objectives that he shares 
with the Colorado Chemical 
Demilitarization Citizens’ 
Advisory Commission and 
the state health department. 
Wittig said he plans to be 
active within the communities 
of  Avondale, Boone and Pueblo and is 
looking forward to bringing community 
members to the depot to see its 
successes first-hand. 

Wittig embraces the safety campaign 
instituted by Bechtel, the systems 
contractor for the Pueblo Chemical 

“I want to take care of  people.” 

This is the management philosophy of  
the U.S. Army Pueblo Chemical Depot’s 
(PCD) 32nd commander Lt. Col. Robert 
Wittig, who received command of  
PCD on July 21, during a traditional 
change of  command ceremony. The 
depot’s new commander comes to 
Pueblo from Battalion S3, 45th Special 
Troops Battalion, Schofield Barracks, 
Hawaii with a recent overseas tour 
with Multi-National Security Transition 
Command-Iraq, Baghdad, Iraq.

“I would like to devise a strategic plan 
that will take care of  people and the 
facility, from now until operations are 
complete—a well thought-out plan 
that would outlive my time as depot 
commander,” he said. Based on his 
initial impressions, he said he knows 
that the continuity and the skill of  the 
workforce will ensure that his plan is 
carried out.

By RENEE MARTINEZ
PCAPP Community Outreach Specialist

New Commander Planning Ahead for Depot’s Future

Agent-Destruction Pilot Plant, the plant 
being built to safely destroy the chemical 
weapons stockpile at PCD. He wants 
to steer his command to “think beyond 
storage” and plans to incorporate 
elements of  demilitarization training 
into the depot’s emergency response 
training exercises.

Lt. Col. Robert Wittig addresses the crowd after accepting command of the U.S. Army Pueblo Chemical Depot on July 21.
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Photo by Ken Roque

Lt. Col. Robert Wittig, right, incoming PCD 
commander, poses with former commander Lt. Col. 
Christopher Chesney, left, and Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of the Army (Elimination of Chemical 
Weapons) Carmen Spencer, at the change of 
command ceremony on July 21.
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the placement of  the final piece of  
structural steel for the ERB. Although 
placement was postponed due to high 
winds, attendees including the PCAPP 
workforce, local officials and federal 
dignitaries were on hand to place a 
ceremonial tree atop the final beam. 
For the workforce, the tree symbolizes 
the joint effort between manual and 
non-manual personnel who focused 
on safety, quality and the environment 
during the installation of  ERB structural 
steel. Siding and roofing of  the ERB are 

Not only is the Pueblo Chemical 
Agent-Destruction Pilot Plant (PCAPP) 
construction site expanding on the 
ground, it is also growing taller and taller 
by the day.

Looking to the northwest, Pikes Peak 
now serves as a backdrop to large 
field-erected tanks in the Biotreatment 
Area; two English Boilers are in place; 
and the tallest stack, located in the Air 
Filtration Area, is perched in place 
near the filter units. While the Agent 
Processing Building and the Enhanced 
Reconfiguration Building remain on the 
critical path, construction activities in 
other areas are contributing to progress 
of  the PCAPP project and are on target 
for completion in 2012.

Here’s a snapshot of  what else has been 
happening at the construction site: 

Enhanced Reconfiguration Building (ERB)
During the summer months, the 
Explosion Containment Rooms (ECR) 
of  the ERB, with its complex civil work, 
including structural steel and concrete 
work, were a focus of  construction. 
The ECR walls, and its elevated roof  
slab, are in place. A “Topping Off ” 
ceremony was held on Sept. 30 to mark 

By SANDY ROMERO
Bechtel Communications Manager

Chemical Weapons Destruction Plant Rapidly Progressing 
targeted for completion by the end of  
the year. Once the roof  panel is in place, 
interior structural components such 
as the ECR overhead crane and blast 
barriers will be installed.

Agent Processing Building (APB)
As the most important part of  the 
plant, the APB continues to be 
on a critical path for completion. 
Major vessels are now in place in 
the neutralization bay, as well as two 
Munition Treatment Units that will treat 
any residual agent left in the munition 
once it has been drained.

Biotreatment Area
Reverse Osmosis, Hydrolysate Holding 
tanks, Process Water and other field-
erected tanks now dot the biotreatment 
area. Concrete was recently placed 
for the slab that will hold the diesel 
generator, which will supply power to 
PCAPP in the event of  a power failure.

In addition, construction has begun 
on the Control Support Building, 
Biotreatment Electrical Building and 
Entry Control Facility. Steel erection 
has begun for the Energetics and the 
Munitions Service Magazines. Siding for 
these buildings is on track for completion 
by the end of  the year.
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Bechtel construction workers guide in 
place the second of two boiler vent stacks 
that sit atop the English Boilers. The boilers 
will provide steam to the Pueblo Chemical 
Agent-Destruction Pilot Plant. 

Photo by by Sandy Romero
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The chemical weapons destruction project at Johnston Atoll Chemical 
Agent Disposal System (JACADS) came to an end on Aug. 31, when the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency announced that the facility, located on a 
one-square mile island 800 miles southwest of  Hawaii, had been properly 
closed.

“The Johnston Atoll demilitarization project was a remarkable achievement,” 
said Pueblo Chemical Agent-Destruction Pilot Plant (PCAPP) Site Project 
Manager Gary Anderson and former JACADS employee. “As they were 
ramping down, we were able to capitalize on hiring workers who have 
experience with complex systems that are part of  chemical weapons 
destruction plants.” 

The PCAPP project has more than 20 employees who once worked at the 
JACADS facility. Of  those, approximately 13 work for URS Corp., teaming 
partner of  Bechtel Pueblo Team, the systems contractor hired to build, test, 
operate and close PCAPP. More than 80 years of  combined experience in 
chemical weapons destruction at JACADS has been brought to PCAPP. 

These former JACADS employees had a chance to reflect upon their time on the island, and how their experience prepared them 
for a job at the Pueblo plant.

Johnston Atoll Staff Migrate East to Pueblo

“JACADS provided me valuable experience in the operations of a 
chemical demilitarization plant and has enabled me to lead the 
very talented professionals that make up PCAPP.”

Gary Anderson, Site Project Manager, PCAPP  
JACADS employee, 1998 – 2000

“Being a part of that team [JACADS] has enabled me to focus on 
the mission and rely on the people who make things happen, 
despite the incredible challenge that is chemical demilitarization.” 

Jerry Tiller, Plant General Manager, PCAPP 
JACADS employee, 1997 – 2003

“I came away from JACADS with a firm understanding of the 
chemical demilitarization processes and safety culture. Although 
the processes at PCAPP are different, there are still a number of 
similarities, and the safety culture is just as embedded.”

Paul Peterson, Startup Specialist, PCAPP 
JACADS employee, 1990 – 2003

“After successfully overcoming many challenges that were present 
at JACADS, nothing else I’ve done in my career has ever seemed 
impossible.”

Jim Bongers, Chief of the Quality Assurance Branch,  
US Army Corps of Engineers, PCAPP 
JACADS employee, 1987 – 1989 

“My experience at JACADS equipped me with extensive industry 
knowledge.” 

Carrie Dittman, Human Resource Staff Lead, URS, PCAPP 
JACADS employee, 1986 – 2000

 

 “JACADS provided me with chemical demilitarization contract 
management experience that is beneficial to PCAPP, as we support 
the project in a timely, safe and cost effective manner.”

Roger Ganger, Contracts Manager,  
Washington Demilitarization Company, PCAPP 
JACADS employee, 1996 – 1999

“JACADS provided me with plant operating experience, which 
allowed me to meet with many subject matter experts.”

Al Minuhin, ACWA Field Office Safety Manager, PCAPP 
JACADS employee, 1999 – 2000

“Working at JACADS helped prepare me for Colorado’s chemical 
demilitarization project.”

Warren Osmus, Specialist II Maintenance, URS, PCAPP 
JACADS employee, 1990 – 1999 

Photo courtesy of U.S. Army Chemical Materials Agency

Johnston Atoll Chemical Agent Disposal System 
(JACADS) was the U.S. Army’s first chemical 
munitions destruction facility. It was located on 
Johnston Island and completed its mission and 
ceased operations in 2000. 

KEN ROQUE, SANDY ROMERO and RENEE MARTINEZ, Contributors 
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“People from all walks of life came together on a remote island, 
worked together as a team, accomplished a significant mission 
and formed lifetime bonds.”

Jim Salmon, Support Services Manager, URS, PCAPP 
JACADS employee, 1997 – 2003

“My first experience working with chemical weapons was at 
JACADS and it helped prepare me for my role at PCAPP.”

Scott Curran, Security Manager, PCAPP 
JACADS employee, 1990 – 1992

“After working at JACADS, where I provided power and other 
utilities to the plant, I have an appreciation for the nature of what 
we’re doing here at PCAPP in regards to all the safety regulations.”

Guillermo “Willie” Soto, Lead Electrical Designer, PCAPP 
JACADS employee, 1991 – 1992

“I feel proud to have been part of the JACADS project. Although we 
were secluded on a small island in the Pacific, there was always a 
sense of ‘Aloha’ from everyone.”

Sandra Hernandez, Property Manager,  
Acquisitions Services Group, PCAPP 
JACADS employee, 1995 – 2000

“I learned the importance of teamwork and nurturing relationships 
between government contractors and subcontractors.”

Brad Still, Program Analyst, PCAPP 
JACADS employee, 1995 – 1998

“Working at JACADS allowed me to appreciate the importance of a 
properly designed control system to safety demilitarize chemical 
agent munitions.”

William McCarthy, Control Engineer, Bechtel, PCAPP 
JACADS employee, 1998 – 2003

“Since this was a government contract, I was able to become more 
familiar with the various processes. I gained the best friendships of 
my life out there.”

Kay Heins, Warehouse – Material Coordinator, Bechtel, PCAPP 
JACADS employee, 1997 – 2000

“JACADS provided me with an invaluable introduction to the world 
of chemical demilitarization.”

Martin Vigil, Operations Program Development Manager, 
PCAPP 
JACADS employee, 1994 – 1998

 

“JACADS was the first chemical demilitarization pilot plant and 
there were many unknowns as we forged our way to a successful 
startup with a group of ‘can-do’ people.”

Chad Chang, Operation & Maintenance Lead, URS, PCAPP 
JACADS employee, 1989 – 1991

“Having been involved at JACADS from the end of construction 
through startup and operations provided me with unique 
experiences with a first of its kind operation. Those experiences are 
of great value to this project.”

Dan Kenyon, Startup, URS, PCAPP 
JACADS employee, 1989 – 1999

“Understanding operations and maintenance requirements 
allowed for a smoother transition in scheduling [JACADS] plant 
activities. I hope to build on my experience to create a strong work 
management culture at PCAPP.”

Chris Taylor, Work Control/Maintenance Lead, URS, PCAPP 
JACADS employee, 1997 – 1999

“I had a great experience working as part of the government 
oversight team at JACADS.”

John Pukajlo, Surety Manager, PCAPP 
JACADS employee, 1995 – 1998

“The years of hands-on system safety engineering experience at 
JACADS built a foundation of realistic and practical system safety 
engineering knowledge of chemical warfare agents and munitions, 
which facilitates my ability to make ongoing chemical weapon 
processing safety assessments based on realities and respect for 
agent hazards; rather than perceptions and fear of agent hazards.” 

Lee W. Flint, Project Operations Safety Manager & System 
Safety Engineer, PCAPP 
JACADS employee, 1992 – 2002

“The JACADS experience taught me to be patient and how to help 
our people and the project be successful.”

Don Morris, First of A Kind Equipment Lead, PCAPP 
JACADS employee, 1996 – 2003
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Citizens’ Group Facilitates Public Participation
The following article is in response to reader feedback requesting 

information on the Colorado Chemical Demilitarization Citizens’ 

Advisory Commission. For more information, visit the ACWA Web site 

at  www.pmacwa.army.mil/pcapp/pcapp_public_involvement.html.

In accordance with Public Law 102-484, the Colorado 
Chemical Demilitarization Citizens’ Advisory Commission, 
or CAC, serves as a bridge between the community and 
the government by providing a forum for exchanging 
information about chemical weapons disposal. CACs were 
established by Congress in the 1990s for states in which 
chemical weapons stockpiles are stored. The mission of 
the CAC is to “provide a mechanism for the thorough and 
objective exchange of information among the citizens of 
Colorado, the Army and other organizations involved in 
the chemical weapons demilitarization program.” 

The governor of Colorado appoints nine members to the 
CAC, including seven private citizens who represent the 
local community and two representatives of state agencies 
that work closely with the chemical weapons destruction 
program. 

The CAC conducts public meetings to facilitate consistent 
public participation in the chemical weapons destruction 
program. The Colorado CAC meets in Pueblo at 6 p.m. 
on the last Wednesday of each month, unless otherwise 
scheduled. Information on meeting locations can be found 
on the ACWA Web site at http://www.pmacwa.army.
mil/pcapp/pcapp_public_involvement.html or by calling 
Jeannine Natterman at (888) 569-1831, Ext. 3303.

CAC Members

Irene Kornelly, Chair

Terry Hart, Vice Chair 
District Attorney’s Office

Hon. Jeff Chostner 
Pueblo County Commissioner

Tom Enrietta 
Plumbers & Pipefitters, Local 58

Richard Robb 
Private Citizen

Rebecca Swanson 
Governor’s Office of Policy and Initiatives

Joe Schieffelin 
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment

John Thatcher 
Private Citizen

Ross Vincent 
Sierra Club

CAC Administrator
Jeannine Natterman 
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
jeannine.natterman@state.co.us
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In June, members of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers working on the PCAPP 
project were given the prestigious Teamwork Award by the U.S. Army Engineering 
and Support Center, Huntsville as part of their annual Engineer Day Awards. Corps 
members gathered around the PCAPP groundbreaking plaque, wearing their 
Teamwork medals. Pictured, left to right in back row, Ulrike Berg, Robert Schanke, Jim 
Bongers, Claude Jones, David Greenwood, Paul Dudek, Teri Rede, and in front row, Lee 
Seeba and Bill Summerville. Not pictured: Steven Light and Dale Campbell.

Local U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Recognized for Great Teamwork

On June 19, the U.S. Army 
Engineering and Support Center, 
Huntsville held its annual 
Engineer Day Awards ceremony 
and recognized the Pueblo 
Chemical Agent-Destruction 
Pilot Plant’s (PCAPP) Corps of 
Engineers with the Teamwork 
Award.

“Our team is well integrated 
and matrixed,” commented Lee 
Seeba, who serves as the project’s 
resident engineer. “No one here 
works alone. If one person is 
doing well, that means all the 
others are doing well.”

By BOB KENNEMER
PCAPP Community Outreach Manager

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
serves as the nation’s architects and 
engineers for civil works and has 
a congressional mandate to build 
and/or oversee large federal projects 
such as dams and infrastructure. At 
PCAPP, the corps provides quality 
assurance and oversight, making 
sure the facility is being built 
according to stated specifications 
and regulations.

The U.S. Army Engineering and 
Support Center, Huntsville assists 
projects worldwide in the areas 
of chemical demilitarization, 
ordinance disposal and installation 
support. Each year, the center 
recognizes teams and individuals for 
contributions to the Corps’ 234 years 
of service to our country. 
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Resident Engineer Leads Award-
winning Team 

New Bechtel Deputy Project 
Manager Carries on Family 
Tradition  

Kevin Chalmers’ Bechtel 
roots run deep.  

Chalmers has logged 
almost 30 years as a 
Bechtel employee, most 
recently spending three 
years as the manager of 
major project procurement 
at the Los Alamos 
National Laboratory 
in neighboring New 
Mexico. Like many of his 
Pueblo Chemical Agent-
Destruction Pilot Plant 
colleagues, Chalmers also 
has family ties to Bechtel; 
his father worked for 
Bechtel for 14 years, supporting projects across the U.S. 
and Europe. 

At Los Alamos, Chalmers was responsible for a  
$1 billion procurement budget, supporting 14,000 
lab employees. He held the same position at a Waste 
Treatment and Immobilization Project in Richland, 
Wash. Chalmers made his way to Colorado to become 
one of two deputy project managers for the Bechtel 
Pueblo Team. In his new role, Chalmers assumes 
responsibility for procurement, project controls, 
administrative services, information systems and 
technology, and human resources. 

Of his new job, he claims, “so far, so good.”

“I am impressed with the coordination between the U.S. 
Army Pueblo Chemical Depot, PCAPP and Bechtel,” he 
said. “I enjoy working with the people here. People are 
the most important asset we have. I am very fortunate to 
be a part of this team.” 

As a child, during his father’s stints in Europe, Chalmers 
studied in Geneva, Switzerland. A graduate of the 
University of Oregon, he enjoys road cycling, playing 
golf and camping with his family.

By day, Lawrence “Lee” 
Seeba is resident engineer at 
the Pueblo Chemical Agent-
Destruction Pilot Plant 
(PCAPP). At night, you might 
find him under the hood of his 
1980 Turbo Monte Carlo.

Seeba is passionate about 
restoring his rare coupe, but is 
equally enthusiastic about his 
job at PCAPP. Seeba was hired 
in May of 2005 as the deputy 
resident engineer. Today, he is 
the resident engineer for the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE), responsible for the government oversight of 
the design and construction of PCAPP. 

The PCAPP project is currently the single largest 
USACE contract,” said Seeba. His team completed 
development and integration of 10 final design packages 
representing nearly 400,000 hours of engineering effort. 
Seeba points out, “That amount of work for a 10 to 
11 person team is staggering.” It is little wonder that 
the PCAPP USACE was recently recognized with a 
Teamwork Award by the U.S. Army Engineering and 
Support Center, Huntsville.

A registered professional engineer, Seeba holds a bachelor 
of science in mechanical engineering. His professional 
experience has included work as a district mechanical 
engineer and contract constructability reviewer for the 
USACE Omaha District; a project engineer for USACE 
Europe; and an office engineer and resident engineer for 
USACE Alaska. 

Seeba was born in Bismarck, N.D., but grew up in 
Omaha, Neb. and now makes his home in Pueblo West, 
Colo. His other hobbies include golf, snowmobiling, 
boating, motorcycling and skiing. 

Photo by Sandy Romero

Lee Seeba, resident 
engineer at PCAPP, credits 
the positive attitudes and 
“let’s do it approach” 
of coworkers for his 
satisfaction on the job.

Photo by Sandy Romero

By ROSEMARY PATTERSON 
PCAPP Community Outreach Specialist

By RENEE MARTINEZ 
PCAPP Community Outreach Specialist

Kevin Chalmers, Bechtel 
deputy project manager, 
brings 30 years of 
experience to his new 
position at PCAPP.
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Information  Exchange

The Pueblo Exchange is designed to keep you up to date on the chemical weapons destruction project. 
Submit your feedback and potential story ideas by contacting the editor, Renee Martinez, by phone at  
(719) 546-0400 or e-mail at martinez_renee@bah.com.

Online Resources
Find out more about the Assembled Chemical Weapons Alternatives (ACWA) program’s mission to safely 
destroy the chemical weapons stockpiles located at the Blue Grass Army Depot, Ky., and U.S. Army Pueblo 
Chemical Depot, Colo., by visiting www.pmacwa.army.mil. Interested stakeholders may provide feedback to 
the program by clicking on the “Give Feedback” icon. 

Additional information regarding chemical weapons destruction in Colorado and Kentucky can be found at 
the following Web sites:

• ACWA Photostream on Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/acwa

• ACWA YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/usaeacwa

You may also subscribe to the ACWA Real Simple Syndication, or RSS, feed by visiting  
http://www.pmacwa.army.mil/connect/acwa_rss.html.
 

 


