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FEMA Staff View Construction Activities 
Firsthand at Pueblo Chemical Agent–
Destruction Pilot Plant 
Tour Highlights PCAPP’s Safety, Design Features 

March 10, 2011     CONTACT: Tom Schultz, (719)549-4959 
       thomas.c.schultz@us.army.mil 

PUEBLO, COLO. -- A number of distinguished visitors have toured the Pueblo Chemical Agent –
Destruction Pilot Plant (PCAPP) currently under construction at the U.S. Army Pueblo Chemical 
Depot. Few however, have come to the site with credentials shining as brightly as those representing 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Region VIII staff, which visited the plant 
earlier today.  

The visit gave PCAPP workers the opportunity to emphasize the first response capabilities being used 
to protect the current workforce and as well as those being incorporated into the plant’s design for 
future operations, slated to being in 2015.  

Leading the team from their Denver, Colo., offices was Robin Finegan, FEMA Region VIII 
administrator. Finegan has earned a national reputation for her work as a counselor to victims of 
terrorism.  

She has lent her skills in support of the Columbine High School shooting tragedy, the Pan Am 103 
explosion over Lockerbie, Scotland, and for the trial of Zacarias Moussaoui for his role in the 
September 11 attacks. She was also involved in providing support services to the survivors and the 
families of victims of the Oklahoma City bombing. In 2008, Finegan co-authored Hope Gets the Last 
Word: Stories that Heal, a book that chronicles how individuals have recovered from both national 
disasters and personal losses.  

“The Pueblo team is doing a great job as they prepare to neutralize the chemicals on the Depot,’ said 
Finegan about the workers and their continuing efforts to bring the plant online. “The community 
should feel proud of the professionals working on this important project.”  

Joining Finegan was Timothy Deal, federal preparedness coordinator for FEMA Region VIII. Deal has 
more than 20 years of emergency management experience in the U.S. Coast Guard and the private 
sector; and has extensive experience with natural disasters, oil spills and chemical releases. Deal is 
also co-author of Beyond Initial Response - Using the National Incident Management System 
Incident Command System.  

For those outside the first responder community, the system, also called NIMS, provides the 
emergency response template for the management of incidents for departments and agencies at all 
levels of government and the private sector. Deal’s book, first published in 2006, is now into its 
second edition.  

Also taking part in the PCAPP tour was Peter Bakersky, program integration branch chief for Region 
VIII’s National Preparedness Division. Bakersky has covered a number of special events for FEMA 
both in and outside the Region including the 2008 Democratic National Convention in Denver and the 
2002 Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City, Utah.  

He was a member of the U.S. State Department delegation providing support to the Government of 
Greece for the 2004 Summer Olympics and the 2006 Winter Olympics in Turin Italy. 
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He was also the lead FEMA coordinator for the Denver G8 Summit, Denver Papal Visit, and Oklahoma City Bombing 
Trials. Most recently he served as incident support team leader for the Urban Search and Rescue response to the Haiti 
Earthquake.  

Returning with the team was a previous visitor to the PCAPP plant; Douglas Becvar, Region VIII program manager for 
the Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program, or CSEPP. Becvar’s position is essentially the point of 
convergence between FEMA and emergency response planning and execution for Pueblo County as well as the Depot. 
Other ‘points’ along that line who participated in the tour included Pueblo County Sheriff Kirk Taylor, Mark Mears, 
Emergency Services Bureau (ESB) chief for Sheriff’s Office, and Carl Ballinger, ESB CSEPP coordinator.  

Escorting the FEMA staff through the plant were Debra Michaels, chemical operations manager for PCAPP, representing 
Acting Site Program Manager Walton Levi, and Paul Corbett, Depot CSEPP coordinator, for Lt. Col. Robert Wittig, Depot 
commander. They were joined by Ken Young, emergency preparedness manager, and Daniel Hulbert, emergency 
preparedness planner for Bechtel, Inc. 

#30 

 

Representatives from FEMA Region VIII in Denver toured the Pueblo Chemical Agent-Destruction Pilot Plant 
(PCAPP) on March 10. Also participating in the tour were members of the Pueblo County Sheriff’s office. On the far 
right is Ken Young, who serves as PCAPP's emergency preparedness manager. Young is describing how the 
munitions wash out station will use high pressure hot water to wash mustard agent out of the chemical munitions, 
currently stored at the U.S. Army Pueblo Chemical Depot. Listening to Young are (from left to right): Robin 
Finegan, FEMA regional administrator; Timothy Deal, federal preparedness coordinator for FEMA Region VIII; 
Pueblo County Sheriff Kirk Taylor, Mark Mears, Pueblo County Sheriff’s Department Emergency Services Bureau 
chief; and Peter Bakersky, program integration branch chief for Region VIII’s National Preparedness Division. 
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