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The Program Executive Office, Assembled Chemical Weapons Alternatives program, known as PEO
ACWA, is responsible for the safe destruction of chemical weapons stockpiles at the Pueblo Chemical
Depot in Colorado and Blue Grass Army Depot in Kentucky. PEO ACWA was originally established by
Congress to test and demonstrate alternative technologies to baseline incineration. Today, the
program’s mission is to oversee the full-scale pilot testing of the selected alternative technologies at
both locations.

Background

In 1997, Congress established the Assembled Chemical Weapons Assessment program, known as
ACWA, to safely test and demonstrate at least two alternative technologies to the baseline
incineration process for the destruction of the nation’s stockpile of assembled chemical weapons.
Assembled chemical weapons are configured with fuzes, explosives, propellant, chemical agents,
shipping and firing tubes, and packaging materials.

Congress authorized ACWA to manage the development and pilot-scale testing of these technologies
in 1999. A public law signed that year stated that funds would not be allocated for a chemical
weapons disposal facility at Blue Grass Army Depot until the Secretary of Defense certified
demonstration of six incineration alternatives. After successfully demonstrating three technologies in
1999 and three more in 2000, ACWA determined that four of them were viable for pilot testing.

In 2000, a public law mandated the Department of Defense (DoD) to consider incineration and any
demonstrated ACWA technologies for destruction of the Colorado stockpile.

ACWA was assigned responsibility for the destruction of chemical weapons stockpiles in Colorado and
Kentucky in October 2002. The DoD selected destruction technologies for both sites that same year.
In July 2002, the DoD selected neutralization followed by biotreatment for the Colorado stockpile and
selected neutralization followed by supercritical water oxidation for the destruction of the Kentucky
stockpile in November 2002. ACWA shifted its focus from assessing chemical weapons disposal
technologies to implementing full-scale pilot testing of alternative technologies at these sites. As a
result, the program changed its name from Assembled Chemical Weapons Assessment to Assembled
Chemical Weapons Alternatives in June 2003, to better reflect its new program goals.

In 2007, ACWA was formally activated as the U.S. Army Element, Assembled Chemical Weapons
Alternatives under the U. S. Army Materiel Command from which it received administrative and
logistical support while continuing to report directly to the Department of Defense.

Effective October 1, 2012, ACWA was redesignated Program Executive Office, Assembled Chemical
Weapons Alternatives, or PEO ACWA, and administratively reassigned to the U.S. Army Acquisition
Support Center. This transition was directed to raise the program'’s visibility within the Defense
establishment in order to facilitate obtaining the support and resources necessary for ACWA's
increasingly dynamic progress. As mandated by law, the program’s direct reporting connection to the
Department of Defense remains unchanged.

Public Involvement

PEO ACWA attributes its success in identifying safe and effective alternatives for chemical weapons
destruction to its commitment to meaningful stakeholder input and involvement. Public involvement
efforts began in 1997 when program leaders implemented an innovative, open and fully
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Program Executive Office, Assembled Chemical Weapons Alternatives Program (continued)

participatory public process called the ACWA Dialogue. The PEO ACWA program continues to work closely with
stakeholders by facilitating community forums at each site. These forums provide a venue to exchange information
with community members about many different issues regarding chemical weapons destruction in their communities.
Through these forums, PEO ACWA is able to share next steps and receive feedback from the community on areas of
interest.

Pueblo Chemical Depot, Colorado

The Pueblo Chemical Depot stores 2,611 tons of mustard agent in projectiles and cartridges. PEO ACWA has worked
together with the community to select a safe technology, neutralization followed by biotreatment, to destroy the
chemical weapons stored at the depot. For more information on this technology, please refer to the fact sheet titled
“Neutralization Followed by Biotreatment.”

In September 2002, Bechtel Pueblo was selected as the systems contractor to design, construct, systemize, pilot test,
operate and close the Pueblo Chemical Agent-Destruction Pilot Plant.

The Colorado Chemical Demilitarization Citizens’ Advisory Commission represents community interests related to the
destruction of the chemical weapons stockpile. It provides a vital link between the Pueblo community and the
Department of Defense by providing a forum for exchanging information about chemical weapons destruction.

Blue Grass Army Depot, Kentucky

The Blue Grass Army Depot stores 523 tons of nerve and blister agents in rockets and projectiles. PEO ACWA has
worked together with the community to select neutralization followed by supercritical water oxidation, known as
SCWO, as the technology to destroy the chemical weapons stored there. For more information regarding this
technology, please refer to the fact sheet titled “"Neutralization Followed by Supercritical Water Oxidation.”

In June 2003, Bechtel Parsons Blue Grass was selected as the systems contractor to design, construct, systemize, pilot
test, operate and close the Blue Grass Chemical Agent-Destruction Pilot Plant.

The Kentucky Chemical Demilitarization Citizens’ Advisory Commission, or CAC, serves as a bridge between the
community and the government by providing a forum for exchanging information about chemical weapons disposal.
The Kentucky CAC has an independent subcommittee, the Chemical Destruction Community Advisory Board, which is
made up of a diverse group of community leaders who represent the local community on issues regarding Kentucky's
chemical weapons disposal program. With input from many interested parties, the board’s primary objective is to
share information with the community and provide input to government decision-makers.

For More Information

Public participation is the cornerstone of PEO ACWA'’s mission. We encourage you to contact us to learn more
about the program. Please call the PEO ACWA Public Affairs Office at (410) 436-3398, visit
https://www.peoacwa.army.mil/, or write to:

Program Executive Office, ACWA
Public Affairs Office

5183 Blackhawk Road

ATTN: AMSAW-CA

Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD 21010-5424
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https://www.peoacwa.army.mil/info/dl/BG_neut_scwo_FINAL_2010.pdf�
https://www.peoacwa.army.mil/�

	Program Executive Office, Assembled Chemical Weapons Alternatives
	Background
	In 2007, ACWA was formally activated as the U.S. Army Element, Assembled Chemical Weapons Alternatives under the U. S. Army Materiel Command from which it received administrative and logistical support while continuing to report directly to the Depart...
	Effective October 1, 2012, ACWA was redesignated Program Executive Office, Assembled Chemical Weapons Alternatives, or PEO ACWA, and administratively reassigned to the U.S. Army Acquisition Support Center. This transition was directed to raise the pro...
	Public Involvement



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



